ORDER NO. 0-19-2022

AN ORDER OF THE COUNTY OF ARANSAS, TEXAS, PROH NG OUTDOOR
BURNING FOR A PI 10D OF UP TO AN ADDITIONAL THIRTY (30) DAYS

On this 8th day of August, 2022, the Aransas County Commissioners Court convened in a
Regular Meeting at 2840 HWY 35 N, Rockport, Texas, 78382, and considered the matter of issuing
an Order Prohibiting Outdoor Burning.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, Section 352.081 (d) of the Texas Local Government Code provides that the
Commissioners Court may, by order, prohibit or restrict outdoor burning in the unincc _ jrated
areas of the County for up to Ninety (90) days if drought cor “'tions have been determined to exist
or if conditions are present in all or part of the unincorporated parts of the County create a public
safety hazard that would be exa:  bated by outdoor burning'; and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court has chosen to review the status conditions each thirty
(30) days instead of issuing orders for up to Ninety (90) days; and,

WHEF ~ AS, on February 28" 2022, the Commissioners Court issued Order 0-05-2022
Prohibitit  Outdoor Burning for a Period of up to Thirty (30) days

WHEI AS, on M :h 28" 2022, the Commissioners Court issued order O-06-20""
Prohibiting Outdoor Burning for An Additional Period of up to Thirty (30) days; and,

WHEREAS, on May 23% 2022, the Commissioners Court issued order O-13-2022
Prohibiting Outdoor Burning for An Additional Period of up to Thirty (30) day; and,

WHEREAS, on July 11 2022, the Commissioners Court issued order O-15-2022
Prohibiting _ atdoor Burning for An Additional Period of up Thirty (30) day; and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Aransas County, Texas, finds that unsafe
conditions continue to exist within the unincorporated areas of tt County that constitute a public
safety hazard and the adoption of this Order is necessary.

' Tex. Loc. Gov't Code §352.081 (c) (West 2022).
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Outdoor Burning Ban

NOW, . JEREFOF T "ITO :  THE COMMISSIONTRS "IURT °F
ARANSAS COUM. /, TEXAS:

Section 1: Pr.” "bite  Activities. Except as otherwise specifically set forth herein, a person
violates this Order if he burns or otherwise dispenses, emits, explodes, detonates, throws off, or
otherwise delivers a spark or fire to, or in the area of, any combustible material, including but not
limited to burning trash, debris, yard waste, trees, brush, and paper.

Section 2: Exception: Outdoor Burning for Cookit or Heating. Outdoor burning is
allowed when used solely for recreational or ceremonial purposes such as allowed for recreational
or ceremonial purposes such as for the noncommercial preparation of food or exclusively as a
means of generatit  warmth in cold weather. The following restrictions shall apply:

a. All cooking and heating fires must be clear of vegetation and combustible materials
and debris within a ten foot (10’) radius; and,

b. Adequate fire suppression equipment in the form of a fire extinguisher or water
house attached to a constant water supply must be immediately available; and,

C. All cooking devices must be propane, natural gas, wood, or charcoal powered and
must have a complete and full enclosure that is utilized at all times; and,

d. .ares built under this exception may not contain electrical insulation, treated
lumber, plastics, construction or demolition materials not made of wood, heavy oils,
asphaltic materials, potentially explosive materials, chemical wastes, or items containing
natural or synthetic rubber; and,

e. Campfires must be contained within a fire pit or fire ring that are at least thirty-one
inches (31”) in diameter and at least seven inches (7”) high. Wood cannot be piled over

the rim of the fire ring. The fire ring must also have a metal screen cover; and,

f. All cookir - fires/heating fires shall not be unattended and shall be completely
extinguished before responsible parties leave the site; and,

e. Outdoor burning for cooking or heating must not cause a nuisance or a traffic
hazard.

Section 3: Exception: Welding and/or Hot Work. Welding and/or hot work activities are
allowed, with the following restrictions:

a. All areas where welding, cutting, or grinding operations are being performed will
be clear of vegetation and combustible materials or debris within a twenty-five foot (25”)

radius; and,

b. The surface around the welding/hot work area shall be wetted down; and,
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